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STATUS OF BILLS WHEN CONGRESS 
ADJOURNED FOR RECESS 


By ANITA POLLITZER 
Congressional Secretary of the Woman’s Party 


ITH the close of the first session of the 
74th Congress we wish to review the status 
of the measures which affect the position of 


1. THE UAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT.—Senate and 
House Joint Res. 1, proposing an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States to establish equal rights for 
men and women, was introduced on the opening day of the 
session by Senator Townsend of Delaware and Representa- 
tive Ludlow of Indiana and referred to the Committee on 
Judiciary of beth Houses. This bill will keep its — 
before the Judiciary Committees in the session whic — 
in January, 1936, so that every gain won will be hel 


Among the members of the House Committee who have 
5 — themselves to vote to report this measure to the 

ouse are Representatives Montague of Virginia, Duffey 
of Ohio, Adair of Illinois, Chandler of Tennessee, Guyer 
of Kansas, Robsion of Kentucky, and Wilson of Pennsyl- 
vania. Other members of the Committee have in various 
ways signified their intention to support the Amendment. 


Il. THE MARRIED PERSONS BILL.—H. R. 5051. This 
bill, as amended in Committee, provides: 


“That section 213 of the Act of June 30, 1932 (47 Stat. 
406), is hereby repealed. 


Sec. 2. Section 9 of the Civil Service Act of January 

16, 1883 (22 Stat. 403), is amended by the insertion of 
a semicolon and the following proviso after the word 
‘grades’ which concludes the present section: ‘Provided, 

t no original appointment to one of said grades may 
hereafter be approved in any case where the combined 
salaries of the members of a family after such appoint- 
ment would equal or exceed $4,000.’ ”’ 


This measure was introduced in the House by Repre- 
sentative Celler of New York, referred to the Committee 
on Civil Service, reported favorably in the above form 
out of Committee, and is now on the Union Calendar of 
the House awaiting a vote. 


Under Section 213 of the Economy Act many 
married women in Government service were dis- 
missed because their husbands were in the serv- 
ice. The National Woman’s Party is strongly sup- 
porting H. R. 5051 which would-abolish this dis- 
criminatory clause. 

III. THE LICENSING BILL.—S. 3363, Section 5. This 
section declares that under a general licensing system to 
be applied to those who engage in commerce among the 
States, “Every license issued under this Act shall pro- 
vide: That no female employee who performs services 
approximately equivalent to those performed by male 
employees shall be discriminated against as to rates of 
pay or in rights granted in any other manner.” 

This bill was introduced in the Senate on August 5, 
1935, by Senator O’Mahoney of Wyoming and referred 
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to the Committee on Interstate Commerce. It is scheduled 


to come up for consideration in this Committee early in 
the next session. 


The National Woman's Party supports the re- 


quirement that there shall be no discrimination 
against women in matters of employment in case 
such a license system should be adopted. 


IV. THE REPATRIATION BILL. —S. 2912 and its com- 
panion bill in the House provide for the repetripgion of 
American-born women who have heretofgkée 
citizenship by marriage to an alien. 


This bill was introduced in the Senate & 
son of California and in the House by Mr. 
California and referred to the Immigrati 
of both Houses. The bill was amendeé- i 
Committee to apply only to women whos 
the alien is terminated, giving the measuraé 
application. It is hoped that this amendhy 

eted when the bill is taken up. The bill was-reported 
favorably from Committee in the Senate by Senator Co 
land of New York and is on the Senate calendar awaiting 
a vote. In the House it is still before the Immigration 
Committee. 


The National Woman’s Party supports this bill. 
It would virtually bring to a close the long cam- 
paign to give American women the right to their 
own nationality by providing for the repatriation 
of women who had lost their nationality prior to 
the enactment of the present nationality law. 


V. THE LABOR COMPACT BILLS.—H. J. Res. 146 is 

a bill To authorize the several States to negotiate com- 

ts or agreements to promote greater uniformity in the 
—— of such States affecting labor and industries.” 


This bill was reported without a hearing, and was passed 
by the House April 1, 1935. It was sent to the Senate and 
is now before Senate Judiciary Committee. 


Senate Joint Resolution 148 and its companion bill, 
House Joint Resolution 321 were introduced by Senator 
Walsh of Massachusetts and Representative Tobey of 
New Hampshire. This bill, granting the consent of Con- 

ess to the minimum-wage compact ratified by the Legis- 

tures of Massachusetts and New Hampshire, which would 
among other provisions establish minimum ag od legisla- 
tion for women and children, was referred, in the Senate, 
to the Committee on Education and Labor. It was re- 
ported favorably out of this Committee (Report 922), and 
was placed on calendar for a vote. 


A request from the National Woman’s Party to the 
Chairman of the Committee for a hearing on this measure 
which so vitally affects the economic position of women, 
resulted in the recommittal of the bill to the Committee. It 
is still before the Committee and final action by the Senate 
has so far been prevented. : 


In the House, the measure was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, reported from the Committee 
(Report 1642) and placed on the calendar where it is 
awaiting action in the next session. 
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S. 3351 is a bill “granting the consent of Congress to 
any two or more States to enter into compacts or agree- 
ments for greater uniformity in the laws of such States 
affecting employers and employees.” This bill was intro- 
duced in the Senate on July 29, 1935, Senator Wagner 
of New York. It was referred to the Committee on Edu- 
cation and Labor and is now before this Committee. No 
action has been taken on this bill. 

These compacts are among the most serious of 
the bills before Congress, which would jeopardize 
women’s economic rights. The National Woman’s 
Party has demanded hearings upon them and en- 
deavored in every way possible to prevent their 
passage. 

VI. TREATIES.—Besides these national measures, there 
have been sent from Geneva a series of International Labor 
Conventions discriminating against women which are at 
present on their way to the Foreign Relations Committee 
of the Senate. The National Woman’s Party has asked 
a hearing on these treaties and has personally interviewed 
the members of the Committee to make plain the grounds 
for their opposition. | 

In addition to these measures which affect 
women throughout the country there are various 
measures affecting the position of women, which 
are local to the District of Columbia, such as the 
forty-hour bill for women and the Prostitution 
Bill. This summary does not attempt to cover 


these measures. 


We wish to emphasize again that as far as their 
rights as American women throughout the United 
States are concerned, women should concentrate 
first and foremost on the immediate passage of the 
Equal Rights Amendment. 


SUPPORT FROM THE COUNTRY 


New York—Katherine Harrington, an officer 
of Bindery Women’s Union, Local No. 66, New 
York, as delegate of her Local, presented a reso- 
lution endorsing the Equal Rights Amendment 
to the 72nd Annual Convention of the New York 
State Federation of Labor, held in Albany on 
August 20th. The resolution was referred to the 
Executive Council for consideration and appro- 
priate action. 

Philadelphia—On September 9th, Mrs. Harvey 
W. Wiley, Martha Souder, and Mary Dean Powell 
drove to Philadelphia to the first meeting of the 
season of the Philadelphia Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party. Miss Lillie H. Midlen, City 
Chairman, presided. 

Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley of Washington was the 
principal speaker. She discussed the Equal Rights 
Amendment and Clause 213 in the Economy Act 
of 1982, which has been so disastrous to married 
women in the Government. Mrs. Wiley said: 

One reason why I believe so strongly in the need for 
our Amendment is that if the fundamental law of the 
land is grounded in justice, then the laws of the states 
reflect and emulate this principle. The Bible says: “The 
light of the body is the eye; therefore when thine eye 
is single thy whole body is full of light; but when thine 
eye is evil thy body also is full of darkness.” Our 
Constitution is the eye of the body politic. If it is 
full of light, justice and right thinking ‘will prevail in 
the States. 
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* OBJECT 

o secure for women complete equality with men under 
the law and in all human relationships * in cular to 
secure the adoption of the Equal Rights Amendment to the 
National Constitution and the Equal Rights Treaty. They 
read as follows: 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights throaghent the 
United States and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation.” 
INTRODUCED — Senate — By Senator Townsend, Del, Jan. 4, 1935. 
(Senate Joint Resolution No. 1.) 


House — By - Ludlow, J 1935. 
0. 1.) 


PRESENT STATUS — Senate — Before Judiciary Committee. 
: House — Before Judiciary Committee. 
THE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY 


Article 1 
The contracting States agree that upon the ratification 
of this treaty men and women shall have equal rights 
throughout the territory subject to their respective juris- 


dictions. 
SIGNED — By the Governments of Cuba, Ecuador, Paraguay, 
guay at Montevideo, December, 1933. = 


PRESENT STATUS — On the agenda of the League of Nations 
sembly, » 1935. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 
Chairman, FLORENCE BAYARD HILLES, DEL. 


Vice Chairmen Secretary 
GAIL LAUGHLIN, ME. REBEKAH s. GREATHOUSE, D. C. 
ANITA POLLITZER, 8. C. Treasurer 


MRS. HARVEY W. WILEY, D. C. LAURA BERRIEN, GA. 
Chairmen of Standing Committees: 


Equality of Economic Literature 
nity ALMA LUTZ, N. DAK 
JANE NORMAN SMITH, N. 1 House 


FLORENCE BAYARD HILLES, DEL. 


LOLA MAVERICK LLOYD, ILL. ETHEL ADAMSON, N. Y. 
——j—— ̃ — 


BETTY GRAM SWING, D. c. 
MRS. JOHN JAY WHITE, N. r. 
MRS. VALENTINE WINTERS, OHIO 


National Woman's Party, 144 B Street N. E., Washington, D. C. 
Please enter to EQUAL RIGHTS, official 

One Year, $1.00 Foreign, $1.50 


Name. 
Address 
City 


EMILY PERRY 
; REBEKAH S. GREATHOUSE AGNES Morrow SCANDRETT 
a 
Z 
Congressional and Endowment 
MAUD YOUNGER, CALIF. QUEEN FERRY COONLEY, 8 0 5 
Treasurer 
1 
International Relations Susan B. Anthony Memorial 
NINA ALLENDER, D. c. DORA G. OGLE, MD. 
AVERY, N. 1. ALICE PAUL, N. J. 
Bi THERINE HILLES CALLERY, ELIZABETH SELDEN ROGERS, N. Y. 
MRS. MERRITT o. CHANCE, MD. 
| ANNE CLEMENT ROTTER, WIS. 
DORIS STEVENS, N. 1 
if EDITH HOUGHTON HOOKER, MD. 8 
9 INEZ HAYNES IRWIN, N. Y. 
i ELIZABETH T. KENT, CALIF. 
1 ALICE LEE WEST MOVIUS, MASS. 
1 MARY MURRAY, N. . 
— 


„ 


September 15, 1935 


EQUAL RIGHTS 


Page Three 


LADIES OF GRAND ARMY SUPPORT 
AMENDMENT 


A telegram has arrived at Woman’s Party Head- 
quarters from Miss Rebecca Blaine, delegate to 
the National Convention of the Ladies of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, announcing the 
adoption of a resolution in support of the Equal 
Rights Amendment. The telegram read: 


GRAND RApips, MICHIGAN, 
September 12, 1935. 


Resolution for Amendment unanimously adopted. 
Copy has been sent to the President and Judiciary 
Committee. 


ReBeccA L. BLAINE. 


The resolution read: 


In consideration of the fact that there is at the pres- 
ent moment, in many parts of the world, a rising tide 
of unjust discrimination against women; a tendency to 
replace women by men in the labor market, to bar women 
from the higher positions in the Civil Service, to limit 
the opportunities open to women for a higher education, 
to bar women from public office; and 


In consideration of the fact that the United States 
is known as the home of justice and freedom for its 
women as well as its men; and 


In consideration further of the fact that Senator 
Townsend of Delaware and Representative Ludlow of 
Indiana have introduced a resolution in Congress pro- 
posing an amendment to the National Constitution to 
safeguard American women from such encroac 
upon their liberties, which Amendment reads: 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every p 
subject to its jurisdiction.” 


Be it Resolved, That this National Convention of 
the Ladies of the G. A. R. assembled in Detroit, Mich., 
express to Senator Townsend and entative Lud- 
low their sincere appreciation of their efforts for the 
safeguarding of the rights of American women. 


Miss Blaine, who presented the resolution to 
the Convention, is a prominent member of the 
District of Columbia section of the Ladies of the 
Grand Army of the Republic. She is also South 
Dakota member of the Congressional Committee 
of the Woman’s Party. 


OPEN DOOR DELEGATE RETURNS 


RS. REBEKAH GREATHOUSE, National 
Secretary of the Woman’s Party, returned 
from Europe on the North German liner Colum- 
bus, arriving in New York on Sunday, Septem- 
ber 8th, after attending the Open Door Interna- 
tional Congress at Copenhagen. Mrs. Greathouse 
was a delegate from the National Woman’s Party 
which is affiliated with the Open Door Interna- 
tional. Mrs. Lloyd Williams, the other Woman’s 
Party delegate to the Copenhagen Congress, is 
returning on a later boat. 

Mrs. Greathouse was greeted at the pier by 
Mrs. Dora Ogle of Maryland, representing the 
National Council of the Woman’s Party; Mrs. 


Mildred Palmer of New York, representing the 


New York City Committee, and by her mother, 
Mrs. Agnes Morrow Scandrett, who is a member 


of the New Jersey State Committee. Telegrams 
of welcome and appreciation of her work abroad 
were sent to Mrs. Greathouse by Mrs. Florence 
Bayard Hilles, National Chairman, and Alice Paul 
of the International Committee. A reception to 
welcome Mrs. Greathouse will be given at 4 o' clock 
on Sunday, September 29th, at the National Head- 
quarters in Washington. The reception will be 
under the auspices of the District of Columbia 
branch and Mrs. Lucia Hanna Hadley, District 
of Columbia Chairman, will preside. 

Mrs. Greathouse introduced and spoke for the 
following resolution at the Copenhagen Congress: 

Consideri 

ity of rights as between men and women in their capac- 

ity as workers, the Open Door International supports 


the Montevideo Treaty signed in December, 1933, and 
urges the Assembly to endorse it as follows: 


“The contracting States agree that upon ratification 
of this Treaty, men and women shall have equal rights 
throughout the territory subject to their respective 
jurisdictions.” 


Mme. Andree Lehman of France seconded the 
resolution and spoke in support of it. A speech 
was also made in support of the resolution by Mme. 
Margaretta Bonnevie of Norway. One of the 
strongest supporters of the resolution to endorse 
the Treaty was Kajsa Krook of Finland, Presi- 
ps tive the Junior Section of the Open Door of 


A strong appeal for the endorsement of the 
Treaty was presented by Mrs. Ruth Vandeer Litt 
of New York, member of the International Board 
of the Open Door since the founding of the or- 
ganization, who set forth her views in a letter 


as she was unable to go to Copenhagen in person. 
Mrs. Litt’s letter read: 


New York CIty. 


August 2, 1935. 
CHRYSTAL MACMILLAN | 


President of the Open Door International 
London, England 


DEAR CHRYSTAL MACMILLAN: 


After studying further the program for the 
22 Door International Conference, I feel a very defi- 
te stand should be taken on the Equal Rights Trea 
which is on the Agenda of the coming Assembly of the 
League of Nations. 


In conference with a number of women interested in 
organizations which have endorsed the Equal Rights 
Treaty, it was the unanimous opinion that a united front 
presented to the League Assembly would forestall any 
endeavor on the part of the Assembly to split the wom- 
en’s organizations and would prevent the attempt to 
Ss Rights Treaty back to the different coun- 

es. 


The conditions facing all of us in every country de- 
mand radical action we mean to save an the 
hard-earned freedom of women. The “B to the 
Kitchen” movement which is gaining momentum in 
every coun must have a definite hard blow struck 
Of the Equal Rights Treaty end ask that it’ be brought 
of the eaty and as 
before the Conference and endorsed. 


Should the Open Door International want to offer a 
more detailed and lengthy treaty, well and good, I am 


* 

1 

* 

‘ 


the widespread attacks upon the rights of women, 
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for it; but I do feel that whatever is done on a new’ © 
treaty, a firm stand should be taken for the Equal Rights 


Montevideo Treaty which is on the Agenda for the 
ing Assembly. 


I am very sorry I cannot be with you. I am missing 
an epoch-making event. Best wishes. 
RUTH VANDEER LITT. 


After two days’ discussion the Congress decided 


to reaffirm its stand for industrial: equality and 
for equality in labor legislation, but not to take 
the further step of endorsing the Treaty. 


MORE WOMEN LEAVE FOR GENEVA 


4 


— 


Lola Maverick Lloyd of Winnetka, Illinois, © 
Chairman of the International Relations Com- 


mittee of the Woman’s Party, sailed on August 


28th for Geneva to aid in the campaign for the 
Equal Rights Treaty and the Equal Nationality . 
Treaty. Mrs. Lloyd will also represent the 
Women’s International League for Peace and 


Freedom on the Consultative Committee created 
by the Council of the League of Nations. 


— 


Mabel Vernon of Wilmington, former member 


of the National Council of the Woman's Party 
and at present Campaign Director for the Wom- 


en’s International League, sailed for Geneva on 
September 4th. Miss Vernon will represent both 


the International League and the National Wom- | sa al 
TRIBUTE TO THE NATIONAL CHAIRMAN 


The Delmarva Star, of Wilmington, July 28, 
935, pays the following tribute to Florence Bay- 


an’s Party at Geneva. 

In all, four representatives of the Woman’s 
Party are now in Geneva helping with the equal- 
ity campaign: Mrs. Lloyd, Miss Vernon, Mrs. 
Abby Scott Baker, and Miss Madeleine Doty. At 


the report ends with the following conclusion: 
nough has been given in the foregoing report to 


make it quite evident that throughout the world there 
are unjust discriminations against women. These dis- 


eriminations have not brought prosperity to the nations. 
It is to be noted that 


the countries which are held to 
be most civilized and progressive are those very coun- 
tries where some measure of equality has been given. 
But even in these countries the status of women is 
lower et. 

The accep of an Internati Convention estab- 
a the world-wide recognition. of complete equality 
of rights between the sexes is the only remedy for this 
situation. 

The slightest breach in the principle of equality means 
a lowering of women’s legal and economic status which 
renders the rights already won unstable. 


The attempt to secure equal rights for women, nation 
by nation, is not sufficient. It would require generations 


to bring about a world change by such a method, just 


as in the United States the of winning equal 
rights state by state was found to be an unending task. 


The Equal Rights Treaty should be approved by the 
Assembly as.a body and then presented to all the mem- 
bers of League not already signatories. Each nation 
could then embody the principle in its laws accordi 
to the needs of that nation. As the country . 
and men acquired greater rights women would 
enjoy these rights. 


Therefore, the Consultative Committee, represen 
45,000,000 women, appeals to the delegates to the — 
ing Assembly to take this new and forward-looking s 


of supporting the * Rights Treaty which 
make the Assembly of 1935 historic. 


ard Hilles, National Chairman of the Woman’s 


Europe, Asia, Africa, and South America in sup- 
port of the Equal Rights Treaty. In particular © 


they will cooperate with the Women’s Consul- 
tative Committee of the League. In a letter to the 
National Woman’s Party, Dorothy Evans, Honor- 
ary Secretary of the Consultative Committee, 
writes: 


I am delighted to have your letter aud to know that 


Mrs. Baker, Mrs. Lloyd, and Mabel Vernon are going 
to Geneva. I am already 
Geneva. 


There is a great bevy of women from many different * 


countries in Geneva already and many more are going. 


Several of the le we are sending out are experienced 
organizers and will be invaluable in getting together a 


in touch with Miss Doty in 


eat mass of women to support the deputation to the ~ 


dent of the Assembly. 


CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS 
The Women’s Consultative Committee created 


sented its report to the League. The report was 
drafted by Madeleine Doty and approved by the 
Committee at a meeting held in the League of 
Nations building in July. 

After outlining the present status of women and 


by the Council of the League of Nations has pre- 


Geneva they will join forces with women from 5 


If I were asked to name one of the most active and 
useful women in Delaw I should unhesitatingly 
designate Mrs. William S. Hilles. I don’t think that 
the daughter of the late Ambassador Bayard gives so 
much of her time to political matters as she does to 
the work in behalf of the ity of women, but she 
leads all Delaware women in the wide range of her 
activities and interests and one may say that whatever 
enlists her co-operation is pressed to the consummation 
sought. That is to say she is a lady of force and 
erudition, with a wise perspective on State, national or 
international issues of the moment. 


She lends her co-operation to the movement for the 
advancement of the interests of the professional and 
business women, and is a member of the Business and 
Professional Women’s Club, Wilmington; Social Work- 
ers Association, Wilmington; Children’s Bureau, Dela- 
ware, of the S. P. C. A., Professional Workers Club, 
Delaware, People’s Settlement. In larger fields of 
activity Mrs. Hilles may be cited as a member of the 
Forei Policy Association, National Woman’s Party, 
Civil Liberties Union, National Council for Prevention 
of War, Women’s National Farm and Garden Associa- 
tion, Birth Control League, Society of Arts and Crafts 
and the Les Amies de Musee of Bleancourt. She is also 


a member of the Vicmead Hunt, Wilmington Country 


and Garden Clubs and the Acorn Club, Philadelphia. 


I understand that Mrs. Hilles sets herself down in 
politics as an Independent, possibly for the reason that 
she finds that Delaware democracy is scarcely the 
shadow of itself when her distinguished father, Senator, 
* Sas State, Ambassador to the Court of St. 
James, mas F. Bayard, was a State as well as a 
national expounder of Jeffersonian doctrines. 
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